City Council Meeting May 6, 2026
The Wymore City Council metin open and public session on May 6, 2026, in the Councit Chambers. Mayor
Collin Meints called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Present were Council Persons Sue Sapp, Max Allen, Curt
Oblinger, and Neil Van Boening. City Attorney Andy Carothers was also in attendance. Notice of the meeting
was given in advance by posting in three places: Wymore Post Office, Arbor State Pharmacy, and the City
Office. It was also posted in the Fairbury Journal News. Notice was given to the Mayor and Council, and their
acknowledgement of receipt is attached. All proceedings shown were taken while the meeting was open to
the public.
Motion by Sue, seconded by Curt to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Motion carried 4-0.
Council member Neil Van Boening had some questions about a couple of claims concerning the fire
department R&R going back three years. Mark Meints explained they were awards for time served in 5-year
increments. They had not had a banquet for three years. He also had questions for clarification on a couple of
Police Department bills. Neil also questioned why the library does not use time books and if we can require
them to. This will be placed on the next agenda. Motion by Max, seconded by Sue to approve claims and
payroll except for check numbers 31098, 31109, & 31154. Motion carried 4-0.
Motion by Sue, seconded by Curt to approve check numbers 31098 and 31154. Motion carried 3-0 with Max
abstaining.
Motion by Max, seconded by Sue to approve check number 31109. Motion carried 3-0 with Curt abstaining.
Dilapidated Buildings: City Attorney Andrew Carrothers reported he is working on a grant from the Thomas
foundation. He is working with Tim Sedlacek, Utility Superintendent, on whether to apply for a grant to be
used for demolition or the Community Center renovations. He will have a grant application ready for the
council’s consideration at the next meeting. Council Person Neil Van Boening asked about the property at 217
S 7™ St, stating the facade of the building is in disrepair, with barricades in front of the building. Tim stated
that the building has sold twice recently. Andy looked up the current owner on GIS and stated it is a Christy
William from Omaha.
Public Comment: Ted Huls asked when the decision would be made about the use of the Thomas Grant. Andy
advised we are required to specify it on the application and that decision will be made at the next council
meeting. Paul Borzecofski brought it to the Council’s attention that the EMS saved a person’s life at the
Wymore Country Club recently. Kevin Sturm asked about the ordinance to prevent go-carts and dirt bikes on
the city streets being posted on Facebook. There was more discussion on this topic with concerns about the
safety of children riding these up and down the streets.
Neil asked for an update on the code book. Andy stated he is looking at date to have them come down. He
also asked for an update on the progress of updating contracts. Janet Riensche stated she has started putting
the newly renewed contracts in the Outlook calendar.
Jeff Spier asked about installing sidewalks along highway 77 that go out to Dollar General. Mayor Meints
reported that there is a possible new state program to address the issue and it will be on the next agenda.
Business:
Holly Creek and Bryce Kruse were present to request permission to have alcohol at their wedding on June
20t 2026, with the beer garden included. Motion by Max, second by Sue to allow Holly Creek and Bryce Kruse
to have alcohol at the Community Center for their wedding on June 20, 2026, to include the use of the beer
garden. Motion carried 4-0.
Pam Gerdes was present to request permission for the Cemetery to apply for a grant with the Morris
Foundation. Andy stated he had looked it over and would not suggest any changes. Motion by Max, seconded
by Curt to approve the Cemetery Board application for a grant from the Morris Foundation. Motion carried 4-0.
Janice Cohorst was present to address ordinance violations and ask about the procedures. She asked about
the Mayor and Council’s role, the follow-up procedures and who gets the notices on rentals. She suggested
notices and follow ups should be kept in a spreadsheet and the council updated and that notices should go
to the landlord as well as the tenant in the case of rentals. Andy reported on the procedure and answered a
few other questions. Tim reported that the city hauted of 14 dumpsters full at the City Wide Clean Up last
week. Tim and Andy both stated most people will comply with the letters.
Attorney Carothers presented the new EMT Training Agreement. There were changes to paragraph 5. If the
state reimburses for the training, it shall be paid to the city. Neil asked to have it stated in the agreement



somewhere what EMT stands for. Motion by Max, second by Sue to approve the EMT Training Agreement.
Motion carried 4-0.

City Clerk Janet Riensche presented a revised Personnel Manual. She stated the only changes were to
previously updated policies that have already been passed by the council like the vacation policy and one
holiday that was added a few years ago. She asked that the council pass it so she can give new employees a
handbook with the updated policies. The current handbook is from 2014. Neil expressed concern that if the
presented Personnel Manual was passed the needed changes would be put on the back burning and
forgotten. Andy suggested the council go ahead and pass this version of the handbook and we can revise it
further when changes such as an updated harassment policy are worked out. He said he would do a
comprehensive study of the need changes by July 1%. Max stated he would like to see a revision level on the
last page with what was changed and when. He also notices the date on the acknowledgement page needs to
be changed from 2014 to 2026. Motion by Max, seconded by Sue to accept the revised personnel manual with
the modification of the date on page 36 and the addition of a revision level on the last page. Motion carried 3-
1, with Neil voting no.

New library employee Brook McKernan was present. She introduced herself and stated she has been working
part-time at the library since April 15™, Andy stated there is no need for the Council to approve of her
employment since she was approved by the Library Board.

The Park Board and the Pool Manager Jacque Borzekofski asked permission to raise the fee for pool parties to
200.00 for a 2-hour party with a 100.00 deposit. Max would like to see what other pools are charging. Motion
by Max, seconded by Sue to table the swim party fee to the next agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Police Department and Police Department Committee Report: Neil had nothing to report from the Police
Department Advisory Committee. Mark reported that the background check for the current candidate for
Police Chief has been done. There were suggestions of doing a video interview. Mayor Meints will look into it.
Neil reported he has had one-person express interest in serving on the PDAC. This needs to go to the Mayor
first and the Mayor will bring the recommendation to the council.

Motion by Sue to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Co\ljlinvMeint%yo Janet Riensche, City Clerk




